The taxonomic position of Corynebacterium pyogenes, causative agent of summer mastitis in cattle and a variety of pyogenic infections in other farm animals and man, has always been controversial. The species bears little similarity to other animal or human corynebacteria and its retention within the genus Corynebacterium has been questioned by several workers (Cummins & Harris, 1956; Barksdale et al., 1957; Barksdale, 1970; Jones, 1975; Slack & Gerencser, 1975 1 982 b) have proposed that 'C. haemolyticum' be reclassified in a new genus, Arcanobacterium, as A rcanobacterium haemolyticum. In the earlier paper, good evidence was presented for the reclassification of C. pyogenes in the genus Actinomyces (Collins et al., 1982a) . Further critical assessment of these data together with a re-examination of some cultural, morphological and biochemical features of strains of C. pyogenes supports our earlier suggestion (Collins et al., 1982 a) that C. pyogenes is closely related to Actinomyces bovis, the type species of the genus Actinomyces. We therefore formally propose that bacteria presently designated C. pyogenes (Glage) be reclassified in the genus Actinomyces (Harz) as Actinomyces pyogenes comb.nov.
